Inhibition of human neutrophil collagenase by gold(I) salts used in chrysotherapy.
Six gold(I) salts, some of which are used as drugs in chrysotherapy, are shown to be inhibitors of two forms of human neutrophil collagenase. The IC50 values vary over six orders of magnitude, the lowest being 3.5 nM for Myocrisin. Thus, inhibition is greatly affected by the identity of the ligands to the gold(I) atom. The inhibition of collagenase by these gold(I) salts may be a partial basis for their antiarthritic action.